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The following species are used medicinally in Indo China and
the Philippine Islands—K. lacmiata DC., K. pinnata Pers.—; in
Brazil—K. brasiliensis Camh.—, in La Reunion—K. pinnata Pers—;
in the Gold Coast—K. crenata Haw., K. pinnata Pers.—; in South
Africa—K. paniculata Harv., K. thyrsiflora Harv.—,
1. Kalanchoe pinnata Pers. Syn. PL I (1805) 446.—
Bryophyllum calycinum Salisb. Parad Lond. (1805) t. 3; in DC.
Prodr. Ill (1828) 396.—B. pinnatum Kurz Journ. As. Soc. Beng.
XV (1871) 52—plate 404 (under Bryophyllum calycinum Sahsk),
A succulent glabrous heib 0.3-1.2 m. high, stems obtusely 4-
angled, the older light coloured, the younger reddish speckled with
white. Leaves variable, decussate, the lower usually simple or
occasionally compound, the upper usually 3-5- or sometimes 7-folio-
late, long-petioled, the petioles united by a ridge round the stem.
Leaflets ovate or elliptic, crenate or serrate. Flowers pendent, in
large spreading panicles with opposite stout branches; pedicels slender.
Calyx 2.5-3.8 cm. long, striated red and green at the base, pale green
above; teeth triangular. Corolla swollen and octagonal at the base,
constricted in the middle, reddish purple; lobes triangular. Filaments
green at the base, pinkish below the anthers. Anthers hastate, black.
Hypogynous scales subquadrate, free or slightly adherent to the
carpels. Styles green. Fruit enclosed m the persistent papery calyx
and corolla. Seeds small, oblong-ellipsoid, smooth, scarcely striate.
The leaves often produce, on their crenatures at the extremities of
the lateral nerves, buds furnished with root, stem, and leaves, which
drop off and at once become new plants.
Distribution     Believed  to  be   a   native   of  tropical   Africa,   naturalized  throughout
the tropics of the world.
The leaves are bitter and poisonous to insects (Ayurvedic).
The bark is bitter and poisonous; tonic, alexipharmic, astringent
to the bowels, analgesic, carminative; useful in diarrhoea and vomit-
ing, inflammations; snakes and scorpions avoid this plant, hence its
use in snake-bite and scorpion-sting (Yunani).
The leaves slightly toasted are used as an application to wounds,
bruises, boils, and bites of venomous insects In the Konkan the
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